November 28th, 2011

Honourable Minister Broten;

I want to thank you for accepting a copy of Canada’s Constitutional Monarchy. As an educator, I wrote this book to help fill the gap that currently exists in the CHV2O curriculum. In the current CHV2O document there are no references to key positions and fundamental concepts that are key to understanding our parliamentary democracy. 

Right now the following concepts and terms are NOT mentioned in the CHV2O curriculum document: constitutional monarchy, responsible government, Statute of Westminster 1931, governor general, lieutenant governor, Sovereign, cabinet, prime minister, premier, minister of education (or any other portfolio), legislature and Parliament.
We need to rectify this situation and ensure that such concepts and terms are returned to the Ontario curriculum, ensuring that accurate resources (textbook companies take their cues from the ministry’s documents) are offered to our teachers (Civics courses in particular tend to be taught by new teachers that often do not have government or history as a teachable). 

A lot of good would be accomplished if the following were added as specific expectations to the Informed Citizenship strand of the CHV2O curriculum (which, I understand, is currently be revised):

The Roles and Responsibilities of Canada’s Parliamentary System

By the end of this course, students will be able to:

· Explain now Canada’s constitution is both written and unwritten and includes a collection of documents (e.g. the Magna Carta, the Statute of Westminster 1931, the Constitution Acts of 1867 and 1982, the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms) and traditions (responsible government, the governing party having the ‘confidence’ of the legislature, Cabinet, the office of prime minister).

· Identify Canada’s form of government as a constitutional monarchy, meaning that the State is personified by the Sovereign, as King or Queen of Canada, who is the personal symbol of allegiance, unity and authority. The personal representatives of the Sovereign are the governor general (federal) and the lieutenant governors (provincial).

· Explain that legislative power in Canada is vested in a Parliament composed of the Queen, the Senate and the House of Commons, and in the provincial legislatures, composed of the lieutenant governor and the elected assembly.

· Explain that a prime minister or premier is the leader of the political party which commands the confidence of the House of Commons or provincial legislature.

· Explain the various positions and offices within Canada’s form of government (e.g. governor general, lieutenant governor, Speaker, cabinet ministers, leader of the opposition, usher of the black rod, sergeant at arms, etc). 


I also would like to draw you attention to the inaccurate definition given in the CHV2O curriculum document’s glossary for ‘parliament’ (even though the document does not mandate that students study this institution ):

An elected assembly responsible for passing legislation and granting the right to levy taxes. In Canada, the federal legislature consists of the sovereign’s representative, the Senate, and the House of Commons.

The above definition is not only inaccurate, but inconsistent in the terms it uses (the Senate and the Sovereign’s representative – who is NOT a component of the federal legislature – are both referred to as elected bodies in the first sentence). 
I would be happy, and honoured, to help in any way that I can to ensure that we correct the Ontario curriculum to ensure our students understand how our system works. If we fail to do this, I fear the 49% voter turnout of the last election was an indicator of this to come.

I have also included a copy of a letter that was hand delivered to the former Minister of Education, Ms. Dombrowsky, in 2010 citing the same concerns. Unfortunately a response was never received. 

Respectfully,

Nathan Tidridge OCT

